
Treaty Made and Concluded at Tansey Point near Clatstop Plains, 9 August 1851 between  

Anson Dart, Sup.Ind. Affairs & Others, on the part of the U.S. and The Lower Band of the Chinook Tribe of Indians 

 

This treaty with the Lower Band of the Chinook Tribe of Indians was one of 13 agreements made with tribes of western 

Oregon Country in August 1851. The treaty ceded land on the north side of the Columbia River to the United States, 

including much of what became Pacific County. It promised removal of Washington Hall, a settler who moved to the county 

in 1849 and proceeded to illegally offer Chinook land for sale to incoming settlers, land that comprised the entire Chinook 

village at Chinook Point (now McGowan). In the document that follows, the Lower Chinook reserved the right to fish, hunt, 

build, and otherwise use their ancestral lands as they wished. In addition, the U.S. government promised payment in annual 

provisions of cash, blankets, clothing, and tools for a ten-year period. Congress never ratified the treaty or supplied 

provisions, leaving its promises unfulfilled. As Chinook Indian Nation Chairman Ray Gardner described it in 2009, “The 

treaty with the Lower Chinooks and the Willapas reserved all of the land around their villages. In short, the Treaty of Tansy 

Point contained the vital promise that most of modern-day Pacific County and the sites of our other main villages would be 

our reservation in exchange for the cession of the rest of our land. The failure of the U.S. Senate to ratify our treaty was the 

beginning of the unjust treatment of the Chinook Nation by the United States.” The Chinook tribes have continued to seek 

formal recognition since this time. Treaty images donated and used by permission of Records of the U.S. Senate, RG 46, 

National Archives, Washington, D.C., SEN 32B--C4_009_MA & 010_MA. Available at ccrh.org.  

 

 



 



 



 


