
Treaty Made and Concluded at Tansey Point near Clatstop Plains, 5
th

 August 1851 between  

Anson Dart, Sup.Ind. Affairs & Others, on the part of the U.S. and the ClatsopTribe of Indians 

 

This treaty with the Clatsop Tribe of Indians was one of 13 agreements made with tribes of western Oregon Country in 

August 1851. At first, the Clatsop refused to negotiate, asking Dart to halt all ships from entering the Columbia and destroy 

two sawmills because the noise had “frightened the fish away!” They finally agreed to waive those demands in return for two 

reservations of about ten square miles. Again, Dart refused emphatically. The Clatsop then agreed to a single reservation of 

3.5 square miles to cover their lodges and burial grounds at Point Adams. Because three American claimants who lived 

there would have to be removed, Dart tried to convince the Clatsop to release all of the  land; however, as he explained in 

August 1852, “this they steadily declined ; leaving no alternative, but to allow this Reservation or not treat with them for the 

balance of their lands, being about five hundred thousand acres.” Dart went on to describe the lands‟ worth to the United 

States government: “That part of their land known as the „Clatsop Plains‟ is an open level country with a very rich soil ; 

nearly or quite every acre of which is claimed and occupied by white people. The balance of the purchase is timbered land, 

chiefly of the heaviest kind, . . . the soil is of excellent quality for farming purposes, and from its very advantageous situation 

upon the Columbia River, and Pacific Ocean affording superior facilities for exporting its timber, and the produce of the 

Farmer, it cannot but prove of immense value to the United States” (Dart in Coan, 67). Although his charge was to remove  

these tribes east of the mountains, from Dart‟s perspective, expulsion of a few Americans in exchange for this valuable land 

would be well worthwhile. The Clatsop Chinook had already proved their worth as laborers in American industry and Dart 

claimed they would not be a threat to further settlement. As was the case with each of these treaties, the Clatsop were 

promised annuities, food, and goods. None were delivered. Treaty images donated and used by permission of Records of 

the U.S. Senate, RG 46, National Archives, Washington, D.C., SEN 32B--C4. Available at ccrh.org.  

 

 
 



 



 



 


